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 SOUND SYSTEM AT  

ST. CHRISTOPHER 

An anonymous parishioner while 
visiting St. John’s one weekend was 
amazed at the difference the sound 
system made and how he could 
actually hear the homily without 
having to read it from the missal. 
Well, he has donated funds to install 
a completely new sound system at 
the Mission Church of St. 
Christopher. The install will begin as 
soon as the equipment arrives. Now 
all of our Parishioners will be able to 
hear the angelic and profound 
utterances of our Pastor— Fr. Tony. 

Contact Information: 

Phone: (413) 625-6405 

Fax: (413) 625-9951 

E-mail: st.josephccsf@comcast.net 

Web: http://saintjosephparish.wordpress.com 

 

Diocesan Child Abuse & Neglect Hotline: 

(800) 842-9055 

 

MA DSS Hotline: 

(800) 792-5200 

 

Parish Child Advocate: 

Hugh Knox (413) 834-2842 

 

Masses: 

St. John the Baptist—Saturday’s at 4 p.m. 

St. Christopher—Saturday’s at 6 p.m. 

St. Joseph—Sunday’s at 8 and 10:30 a.m. 

If you believe you received this mailing in error, or you no longer wish to be a registered 
member of St. Joseph Parish, please call (413) 625-6405 to be removed. Thank you. 

 

How time flies! Forty years a priest! When one is content, the years roll by with 
the reality of the sense of fulfillment. It’s no wonder I love being a priest. What a 
wonderful celebration we had on July 19th—you spoiled me in every possible 
way with the celebrations. It was a memorable and great day for all of us! 

 

Another Parish SPIRITUAL JOY we have experienced this year is the forming 
of the Parish Outreach Ministry.  Jesus told us “I have come so that they may 
have life and have it to the full (Jn. 10:10).” 

 

The homebound among us are now being visited by members of the Outreach 
Ministry group, and hopefully new friendships are being forged.  Very 
importantly, they will now be able to receive Holy Communion more 
frequently—what an outstanding SPIRITUAL privilege they, and their outreach 
ministers, are immersed in. 

 

We do not know what ‘SPIRITUAL WAVES” or impact this will have on the 
homebounds’ direct family members and their extended family members.  
Conversations will probably ensue and so others will come to hear of this and 
this will cause “seeds to be sewn” and bring others, either back to God or a 
wish for others to get to know God better. 

 

Evangelization is always part of our lives but now it is making a profound and 
refreshing start among us.  Beginning December 8th of this year, a 
UNIVERSAL SPIRITUAL EVENT will commence with Pope Francis’ declaration 
of the YEAR OF MERCY, which ends on the Feast of Christ the King 
(November 20, 2016).  Pope Francis tells us “...so that a new stage of the 
journey of the Church in its mission to bring every person the Gospel of Mercy.” 
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F ather Tony had not been feeling 
well prior to Christmas and on 

Christmas Eve was taken to the 
Emergency Room at Franklin Medical 
Center for tests, and was 
subsequently transferred to Baystate 
Medical Center in Springfield.  There 
he had an Endoscopy, but did not get 
a diagnosis prior to being released. 
He was taken by ambulance to BFMC 
in Greenfield on January 9 after 
suffering another bout of abdominal 
pain. After several tests he was 
diagnosed with acute Pancreatitis. 
Another MRI at Baystate revealed 
areas which necessitated further 
investigation as a mass was found on 
his pancreas, which was seriously 
inflamed. An Endoscopic Ultrasound 
was conducted and the biopsy 
showed it to be benign.  

After reviewing his blood work on 
January 29, his PCP at Mercy 
Hospital called him and directed him 
to immediately admit himself. After a 
cup of coffee and after The Price Is 
Right had ended, he shaved, got 
dressed and we drove to Springfield. 
He was immediately diagnosed with 
acute renal failure necessitating a 
stent be inserted in his remaining 
ureter (on April 27, his nephrologist 
informed him that his kidney function 
had returned to normal).  The 
pancreas remained extremely 
inflamed, but there was no infection. 
On March 13th his medical team 
finally informed him that his pancreas 
had healed and was functioning 
normally.  

He continues to recover his strength 
and energy from the 40lbs he lost 
during his numerous hospital stays. 
The bishop granted him an extended 
vacation of 6 weeks at home to help 
in that effort. 

The future entails a laparoscopic 
procedure to make permanent repairs 
to his ureter; otherwise, his stent 
would need to be replaced every 6 
months. He is looking to have this 
done in late September.  

Father would like to thank all of the 
priests who covered for him during 

this long illness – especially Fr. Don 
Lapointe, who held Christmas Day 
Mass on very short notice, Fr. 
Michael Twohig, who performed the 
demanding Holy Week ceremonies, 
and Fr. John Roach, who had 
stoically been covering the 
celebration of all the other Masses  
until Father Tony returned to 
ministry on May 3rd. 

Father Tony has certainly been 
busy this year! He celebrated his 
fortieth anniversary, Ruby Jubilee of 
ordination to the priesthood on 
Sunday, July 19th. Bishop Mitchell 
Rozanski was the primary celebrant 
for the Mass of Thanksgiving, with 
more than 25 diocesan priests and 
about 150 invited friends from 
former parishes in attendance. A 
reception was held at the 
Shelburne-Buckland Community 
Center following the Mass. 

 

His story began in 1969 when he  
entered seminary at All Hallows 
College in Dublin, Ireland. He 
obtained his degree in Theology 
upon graduating in 1975 and was 
then ordained a priest with his 
brother, Hugh, in his home parish of 
Swansea, Wales on July 19, 1975.   

 

Fr. Tony served in several parishes 
in his home diocese of Cardiff from 
1975-2004 before coming to Lee, 
MA. on a sabbatical in Jan. 2004. 
He saw the devastation caused by 
the sexual abuse scandal and the 
resultant shortages of priests in the 
Diocese of Springfield and decided 
he was called to serve here (after 
some discussion with his Bishop 
and Spiritual Director).   

 

His first posting stateside was as 
Curate at St. Mary, Mother of the 
Church, in Lee, MA from 2004-07. 
He then became Pastor of St. 
Jerome Parish in Holyoke but  
because of the Diocesan Pastoral 
Planning Commission’s ‘yoking’ 
plan for Holyoke he was then 
appointed Pastor of Holy Cross 
Parish in Springfield, MA. After a 
short stay there, he was appointed 

Pastor of St. Joseph Parish in 
Shelburne Falls on August 15 2012, 
where he will hopefully serve as 
parish priest until his retirement.  

 

BISHOP’S VISIT SCHEDULED 

The Most Reverend Mitchell T. 
Rozanski, the 9th Bishop of 
Springfield, celebrated with the 
parishioners of St. Joseph during the 
10:30a.m. Mass on Sunday, 
September 13. He was originally to 
visit the parish in March, but Father 
Tony’s illness required that be 
rescheduled until after his recovery.  

 

The Bishop is still making visits to 
each parish in the diocese as part of 
his introductory tour. This allows him 
to see firsthand the condition of the 
churches, meet the pastors and get a 
general idea as to the spiritual health 
of each parish in his domain. He has 
also been very busy celebrating 
various religious events throughout the 
diocese, such as Fr. Tony’s Ruby 
Jubilee. 

Vacation Bible School 2016 

Volunteers Needed 

Jump into a farm-tastic VBS that’s all 
about Jesus! Our 2016 VBS shows 
kids how Jesus cares and provides 
for them, now and forever, no matter 
what! Join the Barnyard Roundup 

adventure, based on Psalm 23. 
Volunteers are needed to help in 
many areas. Contact Nicole Slowinski  
at 624-3493 or Vicky Rockstroh at 
624-3305 to offer your assistance. 

Coming late summer 2016!  

Saint Joseph Church     Page 13 The Mission Church of St. Christopher, Charlemont, MA 

A great lover of music, Ron also sings 
in the Young @ Heart Chorus, a 
Northampton based group of 
performers ranging in age from 73 to 
89. This award-winning group has 
played in numerous countries across 
the globe. 

 

While no definite date has been set; a 
reception is in the planning stages to 
celebrate Ron’s anniversary with the 
parish… perhaps the 20th of 
September—stay tuned and watch for 
details in the bulletin. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

LOCAL COUNCIL 

Calling the men of the parish!! We are 
hoping to form a council of the 
Knights of Columbus in our Parish.  

 

This is one of the most nationally and 
internationally active group of men in 
the work to strengthen and constantly 
renew the Church in all areas, large 
or small.  These Knights are the right 
hand of the Pope, Bishop’s and 
Priests—a truly great blessing to the 
Church and Parishes. 

 

The ‘color guard’ from the Greenfield 
council joined us for Bishop 
Rozanski’s visit on September 13.  

 

They will be speaking to our Parish in 
late September to make an 
introduction. 

DISPOSAL OF BROKEN 

RELIGIOUS ITEMS 

Once a religious object is blessed and 
dedicated for divine worship or 
veneration, it must be treated with 
reverence and must not be used in 
either an improper or profane way (cf. 
Code of Canon Law, #1171). 

When a religious item breaks and is 
irreparable, the basic rule for 
disposition of these items is to burn 
or to bury them.  This can be done at 
home or you can bring your items to 
St. Joseph church and place them in 
the designated box (in the side 
entrance/sun room) for disposal. 
Please do this prior to Veterans Day 
(or before ground freeze). 

 

MAJOR DONATIONS 

THROUGH WILL BEQUETHS 

Once in a while, we get a donation 
from the estate of a parishioner who 

dies. Most of the time, they are a 
general use donation, but if you care 
to, you may make donations to the 
Parish earmarked for some of the 

following projects: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Save the Date 
Franklin County CROP Hunger Walk 

Sunday, October 18, 2015 at 2 p.m. 

Starts from St. James Episcopal Church, Greenfield. 

Registration starts at 1 p.m. 

Restore Tabernacle 
Replace sanctuary stained-glass window 

(St. Joseph) 
Restore Rectory stained-glass window 

Foundation repairs (St. John) 
Interior painting (St. John) 

Repair Stations icons (St. John) 
Furnace replacement (St. John) 

Furnace replacement (St. Christopher) 
Roof repairs at Mission churches 

Organ repairs (St. Joseph/St. John) 
Restoration of Marian statue (St. Joseph) 

Donations to Future of Hope accounts 
Resurface parking lot (St. Joseph) 

Repair bell/carillon (St. Joseph) 
Repair retaining wall along side entrance 

(St. Joseph) 
 

These all require significant amounts of 
money.  We try to tackle the ones we can 
through fundraising, but it takes time. 
Please consider making St. Joseph 
Parish a beneficiary in your will. 
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RON GOES PLATINUM 

Another parishioner 
celebrating an 
anniversary with 
Saint Joseph 
Parish is our 
Organist, Ron 
Kolinko, who 
celebrates twenty 
years of service on 

September 1st.  

 

Ron’s journey across the fruited plain 
began in 1979 when he started 
working at Blessed Sacrament 
Church in Greenfield.  

 

Fr. Lanoue recommended him to 
become the organist at St. Brigid’s in 
Amherst. He had no choir there, but 
in the meantime was singing and 
organizing a choir at Holy Spirit 
Ukrainian Church in S. Deerfield, 
where singing was done in Old 
Church Slavonic and English. That 
was a joyful time in light of the fact 
that his paternal grandfather attended 
Masses at St. Stanislaus, right across 
the street. He states the old Kolinko 
family home is now the rectory where 
Fr. Roux (Holy Family) lives. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From St. Brigid’s, he moved to 
Sacred Heart in Greenfield, where Fr. 
John Lis was pastor. There was an 
enthusiastic choir there which sang 
both in Polish and English. But, an 
article in the diocesan newspaper 
about an Eastern, or Byzantine 
Catholic monastery north of San 
Francisco caught his eye. 

 

He took Horace Greeley’s advice and 
went west. He stayed at the 
monastery there for 2 weeks and 
loved both the services and the 
monks. The eastern Catholic and 
Orthodox churches as a rule have no 
instruments during services—only a 

cappella singing. He had pretty 
much made up his mind to join the 
monastery, but came across a book 
there on dog training at another 
monastery in NY. Being a dog lover, 
he was intrigued about the kind of 
community it might be. He petitioned 
the community of monks, nuns and 
lay people there to join their 
religious family. 

 

In 1984, his two closest friends 
drove to New Skete, NY with a few 
of his belongings and there in 
October of 1985, Ron was 
professed as a monk and remained 
there for the next 10 years; praying 
and singing, training dogs in basic 
obedience, working with the 
brothers to support themselves by 
making sausage as well as a variety 
of cheese spreads.  

 

Eventually, he decided to return to 
his family home in S. Deerfield and 
began attending St. Stanislaus 
Parish. At some point, Fr. Michael 
Twardzik showed him a notice that 
said St. Joseph Parish in Shelburne 
Falls was looking for an organist. He 
immediately called Fr. Pollone to 
arrange a meeting. 

 

And so Ron was hired, and on 
September 1, 1995, he began 
playing and singing all the services 
at the 3 churches. At first, the choir 
didn’t sing at the 10:30 Mass, but 
little by little, they came back and 
rehearsals began. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He was so inspired with the group 
that they began singing in 2, 3 & 4-
part harmony. He even wrote 
musical settings for the Mass and 
for a long time they sang the “Gloria” 
from his work entitled “Mass of the 
Falls and Hills.” At one point, the 
choir even made a recording of 
Advent and Christmas music and 

“What a joy to play the 
organ and hear the 

congregation’s voices 

soaring upward!”  

raised money for Ja Duke Studios 
and Nick Waynelovich by selling 
subscriptions for either a CD or 
cassette tape. The project was called 
“A Joyful Noise.” 

 

 

 

 

 

Those were wonderful times, 
recounts Ron, but sadly many choir 
members were lost to illness or 
change in life situations through the 
years.  

 

One of the personal high points in 
Ron’s career was Fr. Roach’s 40th 
anniversary of Ordination to the 
Priesthood, which took place at 
Blessed Sacrament in Greenfield. St. 
Joseph’s choir was augmented by 
members of other choirs in Franklin 
County for that celebration. 

 

Unfortunately, Ron was unable to 
participate in Fr. Roach’s Golden 
Anniversary ten years later due to two 
bouts with cancer. 

 

What kept him going throughout 
these illnesses was that “I played and 
sang services when I felt strong 
enough. Music for me was a power 
that lifted me up and healed me.” The 
prayers of support and cards from the 
parishioners as well as the children in 
CCD during that time were very 
inspirational. 

 

In closing, he writes that he is even 
more grateful for the high level of 
participation in the sacred music 
during Mass. “What a joy to play the 
organ and hear the congregation’s 
voices soaring upward!”  

 

Ron hopes to remain at St. Joseph for 
many years to come. As long as he 
can “climb the stairs, use my fingers 
and feet, I’ll be serving the Lord and 
you with my time, treasure and 
talent.” 

 

“Music for me was a 
power that lifted me 
up and healed me.” 

“As long as I can climb 
the stairs, use my 

fingers and feet, I’ll be 
serving the Lord and 

you with my time, 
treasure and talent.” 
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 ROZANSKI APPOINTED 9TH 

BISHOP OF SPRINGFIELD 

 

In June of last year; just before our 
last newsletter was published, Pope 
Francis appointed Bishop Mitchell   
Thomas Rozanski, an auxiliary 
bishop of the Baltimore archdiocese, 
as the 9th bishop of the Diocese of 
Springfield.  

 

“It is with deep gratitude to Almighty 
God, to His Holiness, Pope Francis 
and to our Papal Nuncio Archbishop 
Vigano, that I accept His Holiness’ 
appointment to be the Bishop of 

Springfield...” 

 
Bishop Rozanski succeeds Bishop 
Timothy McDonnell, 76, whose 
resignation was accepted the same 
day. Bishop Emeritus McDonnell has 
since retired to St. Joseph Rectory in 
Pittsfield, MA.  

 

Bishop “Mitch”  attended seminary at 
the Catholic University 
of America, and was 
ordained a priest of 
the Archdiocese of 

Baltimore in 1984. 
He served in 
parish ministry, 
the 
archdiocesan 
curia, and with 
its seminary, 
and was named 
a monsignor in 
2003. 

 
He was consecrated an auxiliary 
bishop of Baltimore in 2004,  and has 
served as chair of the U.S. bishops' 
ecumenical and interreligious affairs 
committee, and the Polish-American 
has also been co-chair of dialogue 
with the Polish National Catholic 
Church.  

 
The Bishop’s installation Mass was 
held on Aug. 12. His motto is “Serve 
the Lord With Gladness.” 

BISHOP MAGUIRE DIES 

Bishop Emeritus Joseph F. Maguire, 
the fifth bishop of the Diocese of 
Springfield died at the Chancery on 
November 23. He had turned 95 on 
Sept. 4. 

 

He was installed as bishop in 1977 
and served through December 
1991, suffering a heart attack four 
months into his 
retirement.  

 

A graduate of Boston 
College, he 
studied for the 
priesthood at St. 
John's 
Seminary, in 
Brighton. He 
was ordained in 
1945, at the 
Cathedral of Holy Cross, in Boston, 
and served as assistant in several 
Boston area parishes, and as 
chaplain to the U. S. Army Reserve 
and Massachusetts National Guard.  

 

He was ordained auxiliary bishop of 
Boston in 1972. He was installed as 
co-adjutor bishop in Springfield, in 
1976, and bishop a year later, 
succeeding Christopher J. Weldon. 

 

Bishop Maguire underwent aortic 
valve replacement surgery, as well 
as bypass surgery, and had both 
knees replaced. Until health issues 
began to confine him to his 
residence during the last year, he 
continued to assist at ordinations 
and attend social events in the 
Springfield area.  

ST. JOSEPH MAINTENANCE 

On the evening of January 7, the 
coldest night of the young year, a 
thermally-fused electrical safety 
switch in the boiler room at St. 
Joseph Church malfunctioned, 
leading the furnace to believe there 
was a fire.  

 

The furnace immediately shut down, 
and the pipes leading to the upstairs 

bathroom, Sacristy, and Baptistery 
froze and would later burst due to the 

extreme temperatures that evening. 
Upon discovery, the switch was 
replaced and heating was restored late 
the next morning. Doug Finn, Patrick 
Finn, Paul Gifford and Deacon Tom 
spent a good part of the day  

identifying and isolating burst pipes 
throughout the Church. Hartnett 
Plumbing responded rapidly, working 
two full days making repairs. 
Unfortunately, we had to tear into 
drywall in the upstairs restroom wall and 
in the kitchen ceiling to reveal the 
piping.  A new heater in the baptistery 
area was also required due to burst 
piping.  

 

We have been dealing with numerous 
mechanical issues with the boiler for the 
past year, with circulator pumps and 
switches failing. It was time to look at 
replacing the now fifty year old furnace. 

The plan was brought before our 
Pastoral Council and Finance 
Committee, and several meetings were 
held to discuss our requirements.  We 
had 5 contractors submit estimates and 
we selected Tognarelli Heating & 
Cooling, who also did the furnace in the 
rectory. 

The Finn family removed the old boiler, 
weighing almost 1900lbs, and cut away 
all interference in preparation for 
installation of the new boiler, which 
arrived in mid June. 

The new oil-fired boiler, an Energy Star 
rated Buderus Logano G215, is rated at 
294 MBH and has an efficiency of 86% 
AFUE.  We hope to see an energy 
savings of 25-30% ($3,000+) with this 
new install. Also installed was a new 

Pure Pro 40 gallon hot water heater 
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and an entirely new manifold. The 
diocesan boiler inspector for the state 
of Massachusetts was very 
impressed with both the quality and 
workmanship of the project. 

OUTREACH MINISTRY 

RE-ENVISIONED 

The formation of this ministry was 
introduced to Fr. Tony by Barbara 
Yager and Juanita Bousquet in 
January of this year. It was with great 
delight and enthusiasm that Father 
readily agreed with this. Already this 
ministry is active among the 
homebound and nursing home 
residents of the Parish.  

 

They befriend homebound,  nursing 
home residents and are making 
successful strides in building 
relationships. They have all been 
commissioned as Eucharistic 
Ministers and so offer Holy 
Communion to those who wish to 
receive—apart from visits and 
Eucharist given by Fr. Tony and Dcn. 
Tom.  

 

Please inform the members of this 
ministry if you know of any in need of 
a visit, or if you wish to join in this 
group. The members, at present, are: 
Barbara Yager, Juanita Bousquet, 
Deacon Tom & Claire Rabbitt, Larry & 
Gina Wells, Doug & Rose Cole, Ron 
& Annette Szpila, Enrico & Giulia 
Mezzacappa, Mary & Joe Almeida, 
Nancy Finn, Mary Brooks, Larry & 
Sue Channel, Karen Dobosz, 
Katherine & Mike Walsh and Karen 
Shulda. 

POPE FRANCIS TO VISIT 

PHILADELPHIA 

Since news broke that Pope Francis 
will travel to the U.S. for the 8th World 
Meeting of Families conference, 
which ends with a Papal Mass on 
Sunday, September 27th, the diocese 
has received inquiries regarding a 
bus trip to Philadelphia for the Mass. 
The Mass will be held outdoors on 
the Benjamin Franklin Parkway in the 
heart of Philadelphia, and is open to 
the public. If you are interested in 

making a bus trip to attend the 
Mass, please call Sr. Cathy Homrok 
at (413) 452-0686 or e-mail her at 
c.homrok@diospringfield.org. The 
cost to rent a Peter Pan bus (plus 
parking fees) is not yet set but will 
be in the $50 range. All buses would 
leave from Springfield. There would 
be no other pick-ups or drop-offs. 
For those who would like a longer 
stay, Sr. Cathy has information 
regarding transportation, hotels, 
dinners and sight-seeing for a 3-
night stay from September 24-27. 

DIVINE MERCY PILGRIMAGE 

A small group of parishioners from 
St. Joseph, led by Deacon Tom, 
made a pilgrimage to the National 
Shrine of the Divine Mercy, located 
in Stockbridge, MA, in late May. 
While there, they walked the 
Stations of the Cross, attended 
Mass and recited the Divine Mercy 
Chaplet. Afterwards, they took 
advantage of the excellent on site 
gift shop. Both Deacon Tom and 
Claire like to travel to the shrine at 
least once a year. Please contact 
the rectory if you are interested in 
scheduling a trip next year. 

 

FIVE CCD STUDENTS RECEIVE 

THE SACRAMENT OF 

CONFIRMATION 

Congratulations to Adam (John) and 
Carlee (Anne) Hallenbeck, Sally 
(Sophia) Slowinski, Alexander 
(Polycarp of Smyrna) Purington and 
Rebecca (Veronica) Scranton, who 
received the Sacrament of 
Confirmation on April 28th. 
Monsignor John Bonzagni, was the 
celebrant with Fr. John Roach and 
Fr. Tony concelebrating the Mass. 

We also wish to thank their 
Catechists, Larry & Sue Channel, who 
joined the parish just last year and 
jumped into the program with both 
feet. 

This was Fr. Tony’s first appearance  
in a Parish event since falling ill on 
Christmas Eve. 

NATALIE IS BAPTIZED 

Natalie Lapa, the 8-year-old daughter 
of Holland and Christine Herzig, 
received her 1st Holy Communion on 
Sunday, May 3 within context of the 
10:30 a.m. Mass.  

Congratulations to her parents, 
grandparents, family and also her 
Catechist, Katie Scranton. This 
ceremony was Fr. Tony’s first full 
Mass of 2015 as celebrant. 

After the Mass, the Parish was invited 
to attend the May Crowning of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary statue in front of 
St. Joseph. 

 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN  

INITIATION OF ADULTS 

“R.C.I.A. is a process developed by 
the Catholic Church for prospective 
converts to Catholicism who are 
above the age of infant baptism. 
Candidates are gradually introduced 
to aspects of Catholic beliefs and 
practices.”  It also includes those who 
wish to know more about their faith. 

 

Last year the Parish had four people 
who wished to deepen their 
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ASSETS ST. CHRISTOPHER ST. JOHN ST. JOSEPH TOTAL 2015 BUDGET 

ENDOWMENT $0.00 $0.00 $6,925.52 $6,925.52   

CHECKING ACCOUNT $0.00 $0.00 $12,183.05 $12,183.05   

SAVINGS ACCOUNT $2,554.95 $193.60 $3,114.17 $5,862.72   

FOH SAVINGS $28,961.45 $7,389.81 $29,479.54 $65,830.80   

MEMORIAL SAVINGS $4,329.21 $6,329.80 $9,136.39 $19,795.40   

STIPEND ACCOUNT $0.00 $0.00 $880.00 $880.00   

STORE/BOOKS $0.00 $0.00 $629.83 $629.83   

TOTAL ASSETS $35,845.61 $13,913.21 $62,348.50 $112,107.32   

            

REVENUES           

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS $22,933.00 $24,245.00 $61,677.25  $   108,855.25  $110,000.00 

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS $2,407.00 $1,634.00 $7,412.00 $11,453.00 $11,500.00 

INTEREST $377.92 $136.60 $755.09 $1,269.61 $1,600.00 

BEQUESTS/GIFTS $2,472.25 $2,347.75 $15,370.65 $20,190.65 $20,000.00 

CCD $115.00 $50.00 $657.00 $822.00 $400.00 

FAIRS/BAZAARS $0.00 $0.00 $343.36 $343.36 $2,000.00 

STOLE FEES $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

CANDLES $0.00 $0.00 $1,346.00 $1,346.00 $1,300.00 

OTHER $0.00 $0.00 $3,518.62 $3,518.62 $1,000.00 

TOTAL REVENUES $28,305.17 $28,413.35 $91,079.97 $147,798.49 $147,800.00 

            

EXPENSES           

DIOCESAN ASSESSMENT $6,946.01 $6,946.03 $21,038.45 $34,930.49 $35,300.00 

LIABILITY INSURANCE $580.00 $1,316.00 $3,504.00 $5,400.00 $5,500.00 

SNOWPLOWING $500.00 $0.00 $1,910.00 $2,410.00 $2,300.00 

ELECTRICITY/HEATING $2,078.06 $1,869.86 $12,345.92 $16,293.84 $15,000.00 

SALARY/BENEFITS-PASTOR $0.00 $0.00 $27,260.34 $27,260.34 $27,500.00 

SALARY/VISITING PRIEST $0.00 $0.00 $6,995.00 $6,995.00 $1,000.00 

SAL/BEN/TAX-EMPLOYEES $0.00 $0.00 $31,995.83 $31,995.83 $32,000.00 

CCD/RCIA $0.00 $0.00 $389.82 $389.82 $350.00 

PUBS/MEMBERSHIP $0.00 $0.00 $2,013.14 $2,013.14 $2,000.00 

HOUSEHOLD EXPENSES $0.00 $0.00 3660.54 $3,660.54 $3,700.00 

OFFICE $0.00 $0.00 5477.46 $5,477.46 $5,000.00 

ENVELOPE PROCESSING $0.00 $0.00 $1,066.12 $1,066.12 $1,075.00 

MAINT SUPPLIES/SVCS $687.84 $0.00 $8,061.60 $8,749.44 $7,000.00 

LITURGICAL MATL/SUPPLIES $0.00 $0.00 $2,803.79 $2,803.79 $2,800.00 

UTILITIES $45.00 $45.00 $4,252.99 $4,342.99 $4,300.00 

EQUIPMENT/FURNISHINGS $0.00 $0.00 $650.50 $650.50 $500.00 

OTHER $0.00 $0.00 $30.14 $30.14 $0.00 

TOTAL EXPENSES $10,836.91 $10,176.89 $133,455.64 $154,469.44 $145,325.00 

TOTAL REVENUES $28,305.17 $28,413.35 $91,079.97 $147,798.49 $147,800.00 

(TOTAL EXPENSES) $10,836.91 $10,176.89 $133,455.64 $154,469.44 $145,325.00 

NET LOSS       -$6,670.95 $2,475.00 
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2015-2015 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CALENDAR 
All Elementary and Junior High classes meet Sunday mornings from 9:15-10:15 a.m.  

Confirmation students meet at the same time, but in the rectory. 

SEPTEMBER 
 
13 CCD/RCIA Registration (Parents & 

Students) 
15 RCIA Information Class 
20 RE Class/Catechist Training @ OLP 
27 RE Classes 
 
OCTOBER 
 
4 RE & Confirmation Class 
11 No RE/Columbus Day Holiday 
17 6PM YOUTH Mass 
18 RE & Confirmation Class 
24 Fall Stewardship (Clean-up day) 
25 RE Classes 
 
NOVEMBER 
 
1 RE & Confirmation Class/Stewardship 

Day/DST ends 
8 No RE/Veteran’s Day Holiday 
15 RE & Confirmation Class 
22 RE & Confirmation Class 
29 No RE/Thanksgiving Holiday/Penance 

Service @ Holy Trinity 
 
DECEMBER 
 
6 RE & Confirmation Class 
13 RE & Confirmation Class/Prepare 

Homebound Baskets 
19 3 pm St. John Pageant Rehearsal 
20 RE & Confirmation Class 
24 4PM YOUTH Mass 
27 No RE Classes (Christmas/New Year) 
 
JANUARY 
 
3 Epiphany/RE & Confirmation Class 
10 RE Classes 
17 No RE/MLK Jr. Holiday 
24 RE & Confirmation Class 
31 RE Classes 
 

FEBRUARY 
 
7 RE & Confirmation Class/Souper Bowl 

of Caring/Valentine’s for Vets/8AM 
YOUTH Mass 

17 Mass/Bread & Soup Supper 
21 RE & Confirmation Class 
24 Mass/Bread & Soup Supper 
28 RE & Confirmation Class 
 
MARCH 
 
2 Mass/Bread & Soup Supper 
6 RE & Confirmation Class/DST Begins 
9 Mass/Bread & Soup Supper 
13 RE Classes 
16 Mass/Bread & Soup Supper 
20 RE Classes/Palm Sunday 
21 7PM Chrism Mass/St. Michael’s 
24-27 Holy Week Masses 
27 No RE Classes 
 
APRIL 
 
3 Divine Mercy Sunday/RE Classes 
10 RE & Confirmation Class 
16 Spring Stewardship (Clean-up Day) 
17 RE Classes 
24 RE Classes 
 
MAY 
 
1 10:30AM YOUTH Mass/May Crowning 

of BVM/RE Classes 
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MOTORCYCLE POKER RUN 

On Sunday, August 2nd, we held our 6th annual Motorcycle Poker Run at the 
Mohawk Trail High School parking lot.  It was probably one of the top 5 nicest 
days of the year, weather wise. 

 

This year, we had 18 riders from as far away as Longmeadow and Holyoke.  The 
ride took our enthusiasts (Harleys vs Indians) on an expanded 148mi course 
winding its way into Huntington in southern Hampshire county, up into Windsor in 
Berkshire County and eventually back home. 

 

After the ride, everyone enjoyed a satisfying meal of burgers and hot dogs with all 
the fixin’s, salads, beans, drinks and desserts provided by Hugh Knox and Nancy 
Finn. Doug Finn made some of his famous donuts for the pre-ride breakfast.  

 

The winner of the poker hand was Jim Rae of Shelburne Falls, who had 3 Kings 
(after he bought a few draw cards) — good enough to win the 50/50 pot for $100 
dollars. 

 

Thanks to Deacon Tom and Doug Finn for organizing this annual event and to all 
of our volunteers for helping out! 

 

We haven’t yet determined what the funds raised from this 
event will go to, but it will definitely be one of our Parish 

Outreach Ministries.  

 

We hope to see everyone 
back for next year’s event in 
early August! 

understanding of their faith in Jesus 
Christ. Doug & Rose Cole, and Joe & 
Mary Ann Almeida. All of them were 
previously baptized Catholic, and are 
practicing.  

There will be an informational session 
on Tuesday, September 15 at 7 p.m. 
in the rectory. Please help us get the 
word out there if anyone you might 
know is interested in becoming 
Catholic or just learning more about 
Catholicism. RCIA Catechist Barbara 
Yager, as well as last year’s 
participants, invite you to discuss the 
program with them. 

 

SIGNIFICANT WEDDING MASS 

Of the twenty couples celebrating a 
multiple of five significant anniversary 
this year, three couples responded to 
our offer to renew their wedding vows 

on May 31st.  

 

Congratulations to: Tom & Mary 
Campbell (35), Larry & Sue Channel 
(30) and Robert & Karen Morse (30). 
Our senior couple this year, Bill & 
Mildred Gaffigan (65), were not able 
to attend due to health issues. 

 

A small reception was held after the 
Mass. This simple ceremony is 
always very appreciated by the 
participants and is a beautiful way to 
celebrate your anniversary with your 
betrothed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW PARISHIONERS 

Please help us welcome our newest 
parishioners: 

 

Ron & Annette Szpila 
Bruno & Kristine Ierulli-Summers 
Suzanne Kuehl and her husband, 

Dennis 

 

SAFE ENVIRONMENT 

TRAINING 

In response to the Charter for the 
Protection of Children and Young 
People as adopted by the United 
States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops in Dallas in June of 2002 and 
revised in 2013, the diocese has 
instituted a Safe Environment 
program for the protection of children.  
 
All existing and new employees, and 
anyone who has contact with children  
must participate in educational 
awareness training designed to 
increase awareness of child sexual 
abuse, and increase our ability to 
prevent child sexual abuse from 
occurring in our parish and 
community. 
Our training will be held prior to 
September 17 as required by the 
Diocese of Springfield. This will 
require watching a 18min DVD, and 
updating any information that has 
changed since your last training. A 
copy of your driver’s license may be 
required if it has been renewed. 
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POPE ANNOUNCES 

HOLY YEAR OF MERCY 

(excerpted from Catholic News Agency article dated March 13) 

Pope Francis announced an 
extraordinary Jubilee to start on 
December 8th, which will be 
dedicated to a theme close to the 
pontiff’s heart: mercy. 

 
“Dear brothers and sisters, I have 
thought about how the Church can 
make clear its mission of being a 
witness of mercy,” the Pope told 
attendees of his March 13 penitential 
liturgy in St. Peter’s Basilica. 
 
“It's a journey that starts with a 
spiritual conversion. For this reason I 
have decided to declare an 
Extraordinary Jubilee that has the 
mercy of God at its center. It will be a 
Holy Year of Mercy.” 

 
The biblical passage for the Holy 
Year's theme is from Luke Chapter 6 
verse 36, in which Jesus tells his 
disciples, “Be merciful as your Father 

is merciful.” 

 

“I am convinced that the whole 
Church will be able to find in this 
Jubilee the joy of rediscovering and 
making fruitful the mercy of God, 
with which we are all called to give 
consolation to every man and every 
woman of our time,” Francis said, 
and entrusted the Holy Year to 
Mary, Mother of Mercy. 

 
An initiative of the Pontifical Council 
for the Promotion of the New 
Evangelization, the event is 
designed to widen access to the 
Sacrament of Confession by having 
parishes open their doors for an 
extended period of time with priests 
available to those who come. 

 
The Jubilee, also called a Holy 
Year, will open this year on Dec. 8 – 
the Solemnity of the Immaculate 
Conception – and will close Nov. 20, 
2016 with the Solemnity of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ, King of the Universe. 

It will also coincide with the 50th 
anniversary of the closing of the 
Second Vatican Council in 1965. The 
Jubilee will be organized by the 
Pontifical Council for the New 
Evangelization.  

The Parish held one of our two big 
annual fundraisers on the weekend of 
August 29-30. Once again, the 
weather cooperated fully, and we had 
a great day for what people are 
calling “the best Tag Sale in West 
County.”   

 

Let’s get right to the winners of the 
big raffles: we offered a cord of 
seasoned firewood, which Marion 
Scott won.  Another prize was a 
50/50 raffle that Jill Fittig of Meriden, 
CT won $150.00, and Ella Cosimini 
won the Lottery Tickets, which were 
valued at $100.00.  She won $25 with 
the scratch-offs, so hopefully she 
recovered her investment! 

 

The work started many months ago, 
as it does with our other big 
fundraiser—the Christmas Fair.  In 
fact, these two events take up to half 
a year to plan and conduct.  
Inspecting, cleaning and pricing 
donated items takes a long time. 

Several ladies come one day each 
week for more than a month to keep 
up with donations. 

 

Additional tables and signage were 
purchased with last year’s earnings, 
which allowed us to display more 
items by getting them from under the 
tables where very few people bother 
looking.  Obviously the signage 
helped to advertise and direct “Tag -
Salers” to the church. 

 

Overall, sales came out to about 
$5,400.00 (net) after 
expenses of about 
$800 for things such 
as lottery tickets, 
food, tables, signage, 
gift certificates, etc. 

 

Without fundraising 
events like the Tag 
Sale and the 
Christmas Fair, our 
Parish wouldn’t be 

able to afford major expenditures 
such as replacing the furnaces at the 
churches and Rectory, installing/ 
upgrading the sound systems at the 
churches, and making roof repairs.  
We simply don’t have a large enough 
Parish to bring in the weekly 
donations required for that.   

 

There is a lot of stuff that did not sell, 
so now the group will segregate those  
things into “hope to sell next year,” 
and “items to donate” to the Salvation 
Army or another such group. 

GIANT WEEKEND TAG SALE 
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Wed. 24  5:30 Mass 

  6:15 Bread & Soup Supper 
  7:00 Bible Study 

Fri. 26  Stations at Saint Christopher 
Sun. 28  RE & Confirmation Classes 

 
MARCH 2016 

Wed. 2  5:30 Mass 
  6:15 Bread & Soup Supper 

  7:00 Bible Study 

Thurs. 3  PPC Meeting 
Fri. 4  Stations at St. John 

Sun. 6 RE & Confirmation Classes 
Wed. 9  5:30 Mass 

  6:15 Bread & Soup Supper 
  7:00 Bible Study 

Thurs. 10 Begin Novena to St. Joseph 
Fri. 11  Stations at Saint Christopher 

Sun. 13 RE Classes/DST Ends 

Wed. 16  5:30 Mass 
  6:15 Bread & Soup Supper 

  7:00 Bible Study 
Fri. 18 St. Patrick’s Community Meal/ Conclude 

Novena to St. Joseph/ 
  Stations at St. John 

Sun. 20  RE Classes/Palm Sunday 
Mon. 21  Chrism Mass/St. Michael’s 

Thurs. 24 Holy Thursday/FoodDrive/Mandatum /

Blessing of Breads & Wines 
Fri. 25 Good Friday/3pm Mass/7pm Divine 

Mercy Stations, Chaplet & Novena at St. 
Joseph 

Sat. 26 Easter Vigil/Reception - 8pm 
Sun. 27 Easter/8 & 10:30 Masses/NO RE Classes 

 
APRIL 2016 

Sat. 2 Conclude Novena to Divine Mercy 

Sun. 3 Divine Mercy Sunday/Blessed Sacrament/
RE Classes Meet 

Thurs. 7  PPC Meeting 
Fri. 8  Community Meal 

Sun. 10  RE & Confirmation Classes 
Tues. 12 Finance & Maint. Meeting 

Sat. 16  Spring Clean-up Day at St. 
Joseph 

Sun. 17 RE Classes 

Sun. 24 RE Classes 
 

MAY 2016 
Mary Rosary Month 
Sun. 1  10:30 YOUTH Mass/May 
Crowning 

Thurs. 5  Ascension/PPC Meeting 

Fri. 6 Begin Novena to Holy Spirit/
Community Meal 

Sun. 8 Mother’s Day/Roses for Life/
Change for Babies bottles 

Sat. 14 Conclude Novena to Holy Spirit 

Sun. 15 Pentecost 
Fri. 20 Begin Novena to Sacred Heart of Jesus 
JUNE 2016 

Thurs. 2  Conclude Novena to Sacred Heart 
  Of Jesus 

Thurs. 9  PPC Meeting 
Sun. 12  Wedding Anniv. & Reception 

Mon. 13  Annual Planning Meeting 
Sun. 19  Father’s Day 

 

 
FRIDAY COMMUNITY MEAL at TRINITY 

CHURCH (Shelburne Falls) SCHEDULE 

 

Sept. 11  Vegetarian or Vegetable Dishes 
Oct. 9  Harvest Casseroles 

Dec. 4  Christmas Specialties 
Jan. 15  Comfort Food 

Feb. 12  Ethnic Cuisine* 
Mar. 18  Saint Patrick’s Corned Beef* 

Apr. 8  Italian Dinners 
May 6  Chicken Specialties 

*Lenten Meal Option 

 
WED. LENTEN BREAD & SOUP SUPPERS 

Feb. 17   

Feb. 24  
Mar. 2  

Mar. 9   
Mar. 16  
 

SUNDAY YOUTH MASSES 

October 15 

December 6 

February 7 
May 1 
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JULY 2015 

Tues. 7  Parish Hall clean-up 
Thurs. 9  Christmas Fair Mtg. 

Sun. 19  Ruby Jubilee Mass at 1pm 
Tues. 21 Finance & Maint. Meeting 

Thurs. 30 Christmas Fair Mtg. 
 

AUGUST 2015 

Sat. 1  Hayden-Millett Wedding 
Sun. 2  Motorcycle Poker Run 

Sat. 29  GIANT TAG SALE 
 

SEPTEMBER 2015 
Thurs. 3  Christmas Fair Mtg. 

Thurs. 10 PPC Meeting 
Fri. 11  Community Meal 

Sun. 13 Bishops’ Visit/RE & RCIA Class 

Registration – 9am 
Tues. 15 R.C.I.A. Info Class  

Sun. 20 RE & Confirmation Class/Ron Kolinko’s 
20th Anniversary Celebration 

Sun. 27  RE Classes 
 

OCTOBER 2015 
Month of the Rosary 
Thurs. 1  PPC Meeting 

Sun. 4  RE & Confirmation Class  
Thurs. 8  Finance & Maint. Meeting 

Fri. 9  Community Meal 
Sun. 11  NO RE Classes (Columbus Day) 

Sat. 17 Bake Sale/6PM YOUTH Mass/RE Classes 
Sat. 24  Fall Stewardship Clean-up day 

Sun. 25  RE Classes 
 

NOVEMBER 2015 

Sun. 1 Feast of All Saints/RE Classes/DST 
ends 

Mon. 2 All Souls Day 
Thurs. 5  PPC Meeting 

Sun. 8 New Parishioners Coffee Hour Reception 
  No RE Classes (Veteran’s Day) 

Sat. 14  CHRISTMAS FAIR 9-3p 
Sun. 15 Fair Continues 9-12/RE & Confirmation 

Class 

Thurs. 19 Nancy Reagey Anniversary (5th) 
Fri. 20  MOP Dinner (Hugh Knox) 

Sun. 22  RE & Confirmation Class/  
 Distribute Sharing Xmas slips/ Stockings 

4 Seniors collection 
Thurs. 26 Thanksgiving Mass 
 
 

Sun. 29  Begin Immaculate Cncpt. Novena 

 Advent Begins/NO RE Classes 
(Thanksgiving)/Penance Service @Holy 

Trinity 
 

DECEMBER 2015 
Thurs. 3  PPC Meeting 

Fri. 4  Community Meal 
Sun. 6  RE & Confirmation Class 

  Return gifts for Sharing Xmas 

Mon. 7  End Immaculate Conception Novena 
Tues. 8  Feast of Immaculate Conception 

Sun. 13 RE & Confirmation Classes/ Homebound 
fruit baskets 

Sat. 19  3 PM St. John Pageant Rehearsal 
Sun. 20 RE & Confirmation Class 

Thurs. 24 4 PM YOUTH Mass @ Colrain 
  8:30 PM Festival of Carols 

  9:00 PM Christmas Eve Mass 

Fri. 25  9:00 AM Christmas Day Mass 
Sun. 27  No RE Classes (Christmas/New Year) 

Thurs. 31 4 PM Vigil Mass in Colrain 
 

JANUARY 2016 
Fri. 1 9 AM Holy Day Mass/Solemnity of 

Mary 
Sun. 3 RE & Confirmation Classes/Epiphany 

Thurs. 7  PPC Meeting 

Sun. 10 RE Classes/Baptism of the Lord 
Thurs. 14 Finance & Maint. Meeting 

Fri. 15  Community Meal 
Sun. 17  No RE Classes (MLK, Jr.) 

Sun. 24  RE & Confirmation Classes 
Sun. 31  RE Classes 

 
FEBRUARY 2016 

Thurs. 4  PPC Meeting 

Sat/Sun 6/7 St. Blase Throat Blessing/Souper Bowl of 
Caring 

Sun. 7 8AM YOUTH Mass/RE & Confirmation 
Classes/Valentine’s for Vets 

Tues. 9 Burning of Palms 
Wed. 10 Ash Wednesday 

Fri. 12 Community Meal/Stations at St. Joseph 
Sun. 14 First Sunday of Lent/Valentine’s Day /NO 

RE Classes (School Vacation)/ Penance 

Svc. @ Blessed Sacrament 
Wed. 17  5:30 Mass 

  6:15 Bread & Soup Supper 
  7:00 Bible Study 
Fri. 19 Stations at St. John 
Sun. 21  RE & Confirmation Classes 

SCHEDULING CALENDAR JULY 2015-JUNE 2016 
Monthly First Friday and First Saturday Masses at 8 AM at Saint Joseph 

Rosary Society meets on Sunday at 10 a.m. at Saint Joseph Church  
West County Food Pantry at Cowell Gymnasium 2nd, 3rd & 4th Wednesdays (4-5:30 PM) monthly 

Sacrament of the Sick offered the first weekend of every month  
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Marriages 

Dennis & Suzanne (Wingate) Kuehl 

Joseph & Mary Ann (Foster) 
Almeida* 

 

Holy Orders 

None 

 

Deaths 

(Since June 30, 2014) 

Marion Bolduc, 95 

William Meyers Sr., 93 

Muriel Filoramo, 97 

Gail Wolcott, 79 

Mary St. Pierre, 83 

Clara Alves, 89 

Alice White, 80 

Jeanne Giard, 82 

Margaret Kearney, 79 

Marion Dandeneau, 91 

Jean Coutu, 84 

Dorothy Smith, 80 

Cecilia Boutwell, 97 

 

Anointing of the Sick 

This is accomplished the first 
weekend of each month after Mass 

for those in need.  

 

Additionally, Fr. Tony and Deacon 
Tom, as well as Fr. Jack, visit the 
homebound of our Parish several 

times each month to offer Holy 
Communion and will anoint them if 

desired. 

 

Please contact the office if you are in 
ever in need of this Sacrament. It is 
recommended that anyone over the 
age of 70 be anointed once per year. 

 

Baptisms 

None 

 

First Holy Communion 

Natalie Lapa 

 

Confirmation 

Alexander Purington 
(Polycarp of Smyrna) 

Adam Hallenbeck 
(John) 

Carlee Hallenbeck 
(Anne) 

Sally Slowinski 
(Sophia) 

Rebecca Scranton 
(Veronica) 

 

Profession of Faith 

None 
 

 

2015 CHRISTMAS FAIR 
 

Please join us at the Shelburne-Buckland Community Center 

53 Main St. Shelburne Falls, MA 

on 

Saturday, November 14 from 9am—2pm* 

Sunday, November 15 from 9am—noon 
 

*Santa visits from 11am—1pm 

 


